ACADEMIC SKILLS

alicnal diakigue has gzcalated arnd the concegts of
colege and carger resdinesz. Inflientidl natonal snd
stale polcymeakars have caliad for high schoals b pre-
pere sfuderis i be ready far both college ard a oaresr
Bt what do theae terms realy rean?

All boz aften. the temis “caresr ready” and “colege reedy” ere used
Interchiariyeably, and discussians arsund sareer readiness zre im-
ited to tred®anal academic skills that sllaw sbidents fo successlly
erirall 1 posteeccndary edusahon, While s is no debais that a
rgerous Iguel of academic profiziency, expesially in math and litera-
oy. & essential fof any post-hinh school endesvor, the reaity is that it
taas much marz &2 be tnily considersd ready for a carear.

Career readiness invales three major shill areas: sove academic
sz and the atility bo apply thesa =kills o aznanete stuatizns in
oroar o functizn in e warkplace and rodine daily sctivities, en-
opatiity saile (zuch as critizal tinkirg and responsibdity) thet are
eszenlia i any career ares: &nd Rchmic, ok-seeobs skls related
1o 2 specific carer pathway. Thess skills kave hean emphasized
ECITES NUMeraus pisces of reseanch and sllzw stugants to enfer true
cerear pathways that offer femil-austaining wages e aporunities
for adwancement

ACADEMIC SKILLS

As hias bean decumarsad by such erganizations as 80T and
Achieve, carser-raady com ecsdamics ard colege-reasy gore
ecademics ae essentaly the same, thus creating cvarlep in the
preparation stusents nesd 1o be ready for postsecardany edusetion
ard carears.” A1 studends naed foundatiznal acacamic knovwiedge,
aspacizly in math and English language ers. ard, in todavs eco-

TECHMICAL SKILLS

rami environmenl, all high school students need the academic skills
recessany o pursae poslsecandary education without remedizhion—
tha measwre many consider ‘tolege readiness.”

Howewer, 10 nuly ba carser-rasdy. students alsz need 12 be abie o
epply acedemizs in cariext, & Same academic skills nesd mare
#tenlion and devalopmand. For axemple, enpkyers aftan ol de-
ficiznzieg ir Erglish amd witken sommunicabions, such g5 mesros,
latbars and complex techrical reparts, This supoorts tha idea that
mast af e withen matenial sludems will encaunter i teir caneers
is informatianel in nature, sch as Weehrical maruels ard resaerch
arlicles. and they must be aquipped academeally 1o analyze and
uge thage mabarials. Too often, thess shills are rot enghasized in
Trackional academic dassraoms. Workplsce defisiandies in math are
elso azmmianly nofed, wilh rare albention neaded an arsas swsh as
data analysis end siefisfics, reasaning, ard salvng rralhemalical
prohkems.?

Shudents must alss be able o soply acadernic knowladge fo auihen-
li: siluaticns they may faze in thair cerears, a skil thal akes practice
end irdentizna instniclion st may need ta be feilored to & student's
speaific cereer goels, For exanple, sludenls prapaning fo be nurses
nesed b be abks ta calzulete and spply radios, propartions, rees and
percEntanes ta cabarnine doag dosagas,® while corstnstion shudents
ne=d {o be =ole ta apply geametical principes o design and imple-
ment buiding plans.

EMPLOYABILITY SKILLS

Employability skilks hans oftan bean cied by emplovars as the skills
most orifizel b workplace success in the 21sl-ceriury ecanarmy,
Triesa skills ncluda {but ara nes Eraited taj crkieal Winking. adaplabil-




ity, problern sobing. orel and wiitten communicalions, collabaration
amd beairreark, craalivicy. responsibility, protessionaism, ethics, and
tachnelogy use. Numearaus groups hava worked with business and
irdustry leeders to Henlify employatility ekills critical o smplovee
suctess, noluding fhe 1980 LS Deparlinard of Labor Secreteny's
Commissian an Ashiesing Meocassary Skila tat produced the report
*Wihet Wark Reguires of Schaos: & SCANS Repor for America
2000," and, mares recerily, sich groups as the Pernership for 298
Cemlury Skilz and the Seciety for Human Resouros Mansagement
(EHRM)

Thea repurt “Critical Skills Needs and Resouross far the Changing
Warkforce,™ by BHRM, stated ther, *Oversll, eamplovers placed the
grestest weght on ermployae adspteaiity end criticel tinking skills,
HR: {huran resauree] prafessionals end amplowaes hoth renortad
that edzpiebiityflexikilty and cilical thirkngiroblam-cohing skdlls
were of grealest impertance now camparnad Witk bao years aga.”

In the 2040F regeet, *Are They Really Raady bo Wark?.™* emplayebiity
£kills “dominate rankirgs of krowlesge ard skills sapectad o m-
crease in importance over the rext e years,” Emplovers identified
critizal thking'protkam solving, informeton-techralogy aoplicatan,
baemwirkicolaboration, creativityinrovadion and divarsity &= tha tap
i such skilis.

Sluderds must he proviced apaottaniies s gain tesa skills and @
learn b apply hem tz real-warld Iz and work situgtions. kany af
thesa emplayabiity 24ls ame alzo necessary for *college resdiness,”
creating sorme scditional overlap bebween the bo arsas.

TECHNICAL SKILLS

i order to aciualy be carsidared ready o enter @ career, an individ-
u@l rust also possass at least sama leval of job-spedific knowledge
and skilz Ir he Mational Sssaciztion of Manwiacturars 2005 Skills
Cep Rapar, "techrical skils® was e lop respense fo the guestion.
“What bypas of =kills vl evvplayess need more of suer the raxl three
years? " Yiiilks many camear coporiuniies indude = strang elemens
af an-tha-jak trainirg, some of tese lechrical o irdusin-based
Hiills must oe acquirad n advance. For example, lechrcal skis are
required fior icensire in many professions. such &= in mest heelth
carg fields, ar for braader industny cerlifications, such & the Smark
car Wielding Seciety's Cardified Weler credentisl,

Thirawgh the States Carser Clisters |niliabive’, bustiess and industry
leedars have dentifiad key knowledoe and skil Stalkerirts aouss
16 carger custers and ™ mere-specific pattways, These stalemenls

ARE0al 1ar Dansa i Technigal =

represent whad sludents nesac o know ard be abie o da o b sus-
cassful i the spectied carser arsa. ‘While zame of the slaiemenls
caver the ecaderric and smployabiity-related aress discussed
above, thara are ak=a key teshrical skils highlghtad, The clustar-lew-
el skil slatemens am very braed, praviding students wih a founda-
Fion af knosledee that coukd be apabad n numercus releted cerears,
Muore spacific pathreay-bevel shills Begin o hone shudenks’ abifes in
a mgte detined canesr arae.

CONCLUSION

Since most of the career cpporurites for today's shadents vl re-
aquire some farm of posisscondsry education, fhere are mary lres
whan students will nol be able o soquirs the nesessary academic,
bachnizal or arplowabslity skills in figh schoo fhat wil allaethem bo
be caraer-raady withaut futher ecucation ard traning. Scditional
krewledge and soecialization ir are or more of these areas iz alten
required elther immadialely afbar high school orin the fulure, depend-
irg on a ehkdent s career chnlces,

Hevwever, regardless of 2 sudard’s path. f takes all hres of thess
broed skill zats for students o be ready for @ carear. Twariy-first
cenbury high schools should focus on providieg al sudens 2 slrang
faundation acrass 3l birae areas so thay ara praparad for whatewsr
their lives may bring.
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